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Dear Friends, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

April 2016 
April 15, 1996. Tax Day. My first day as pastor of Cross Roads 

Presbyterian Church in Mebane, NC. 

 That afternoon, to help me get started Miss Edith and her brother 

Henry B. drove me to the local hospital to visit Ms. Mitchell. I wore a tie and a 

coat. Except for funerals and weddings, that may have been the last time I did 

that. 

 I delivered my first Sunday sermon on April 21. But the day 

before, I did my first funeral. I never met the 42-year-old woman. Who had just 

been released from prison. Who died when her Ford Probe hit a telephone pole 

at 100mph. With police in pursuit. A few of us gathered around her grave. The 

woman’s mother sat in a folding chair in the shade of a green canvas tent, on 

green indoor/outdoor carpet that the funeral home spread over the green grass 

next to the brown dirt. To bury her only child. 

I didn’t say much. “Perhaps the great witness of her life was that she 

was so fully and eternally loved by her mother.” That was the core of it. I had 

never done a funeral before. And to have to start that way…wow. But life and 

death don’t tend to respect a given person’s preparation for tragedy. 

Or joy, for that matter. More than once I’ve visited with a family 

watching a loved one take his or her last, slow breaths in this life, then walked 

down the hospital stairs to the maternity ward where another family was 

watching in awe as another loved one was taking his or her first breaths. There 

is more sadness in one of those rooms and more rejoicing in the other. But there 

is usually trepidation in both. 

Trepidation – as I use the word – is endemic to faith. Unlike fear, 

trepidation is simply the indication that we’re moving forward with something 

important to us and to others, in spite of the inevitable uncertainties. 

 Trepidation, uncertainty, self-doubt, outright failures, you name 

it, all of these things and more have been daily companions in this journey. In 

twenty years of ministry, I’ve questioned my call only once. Per day. Looking 

back, would I do anything differently? You bet. The one thing I would not have 

done differently is simply to have started. I cannot imagine doing anything else. 

(Sure, my wife will corroborate that. You don’t have to ask her. Please.) 

Serving as a pastor in the Household of God has granted me opportunities to 

grow spiritually, intellectually, creatively, personally…and circumferentially 

(Love those potlucks!). 

I am more grateful than words can express to the wonderful folks at 

Jonesborough, Shelby, and Cross Roads Presbyterian Churches. You’ve 

welcomed me and encouraged me. You’ve been patient with me and taught me 

so many things. Thank you. 

I love every one of you. 

       Peace, 

        Allen 
      Peace, 

       Allen 
 



April Lectionary Readings 
 
Second Sunday of Easter—April 3  
Acts 5:27–32 Psalm 118:14–29 or Psalm 
150 Revelation 1:4–8 John 20:19–31 
 
Third Sunday of Easter—April 10 
 Acts 9:1–6 [7–20] Psalm 30 Revelation 
5:11 John 21:1–19 
 
Fourth Sunday of Easter—April 17  
Acts 9:36–43 Psalm 23 Revelation7:9–17 
John 10:22–30  
 
Fifth Sunday of Easter—April 24  
Acts 11:1–18 Psalm 148 Revelation 21:1–6 
John 13:31–35 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April, 2016 Events Calendar 
 
Sat 2nd *Shalom Circle 10:00am 
Tue 5th * Prayer Shawl Ministry 12:30 PM 
Wed 6th  * CL & M 5:30 PM A-Z Howard Room 
Sun 10th  * Family Luncheon 
 
Mon 11th  * Jonesborough Yarn Party 6-8:00 PM 
 
Fri 15th * Ham Supper for Golden Heirs 5-7 PM 
 
Sat 16th  * Shalom Supper Spring Tea 2-4:00 PM 
 
Sun 17th  * Property & Safety following worship 
 
Mon 18th  * Worship Committee 6:00 PM 
 * Stewardship & Finance 
 
Tue 19th  * Christian Ed 7:00 PM 
 
Wed 20th  * Building Task Force Team 6:00 PM 
 
Sat 23rd       * Scrapbooking with Ann Norman 11-4 PM 

 
Tue 26th  * Snack & Yack 1:00 PM  
 * Session 6:30 PM 
Sat 30th  * Widener Shower FH 10-3:00 PM  
 
 

 
Sunday & Wednesday 6:00PM 
Brooke’s office hours:  Wednesday @  4:30PM 
 
 

Gentle Yoga every  Tuesday  
    @ 11:00 am 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Health and Wellness for April        
 

12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make straight paths for your 
feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.      -Hebrews 12:12-13 (NRSV) 
 
Walking- it’s simple, powerful and scientifically proven study after study! Sneaking in a few minutes a    
day can transform your health, body and mind. 
 
Å Mood: 30 minutes a day can reduce symptoms of depression by 36%. 
Å Memory: 40 minutes 3 times a week helps with planning and memory. 
Å Health:  Logging 3500 steps (1.75 miles) lowers your risk of diabetes by 29%. 
Å Heart: 30-60 minutes most days of the week drastically lowers your risk of heart disease. 
Å Brain:  Just 2 hours of walking a week can reduce your risk of stroke by 30%. 
Å Longevity:  75 minutes a week of brisk walking can add almost 2 years to your life. 
Å Bones:  4 hours a week can reduce the risk of hip fractures by up to 42%. 
Å Weight: Walking for 1 hour a day can cut your risk of obesity in half. 
 
Watch for the New Health & Wellness Bulletin Board!  There you may find specific stretching exercises 
to help you prepare for your walk and other helpful health tips. 
 
Gentle Yoga continues each Thursday morning at 11 a.m. This class is designed to provide gentle 
stretching to those who are more comfortable sitting in a chair. Mats and blankets are provided. 
 
The Health and Wellness Committee will meet on the fourth Tuesday, April 26th at noon.  
 
Visit with your Parish Nurse on April 24th in the Social Hall before Sunday School. 
 
The Garden Ministry meets every Monday Afternoon at 4:30 in the Jonesborough Community Garden. We 
are looking forward to our first fresh donation of lettuce, spinach, carrots and beets.  

  
            

 

 

 

          Carol Jernigan  

 
 



April Assignments 

April Greeters:                   Jim & Pat Bollman 
April On-Call Elder:         Gary Burkett 
April Offering Counters:  Gary Burkett & Terry Welch 
April Comm. Prep Team: Irene Mitchell  
              & Susan Widener 
 
April Communion Servers:  (Team 1)  
Terry Welch, Ray Marney, Eva Garst, Jonathan Webb,  
Jill Sauceman 
 
 

 
 
 
Connect with us 
Online:  Web Page: www.jpcusa.org 
Office emails: office@jpcusa.org   
Phone: 423-753-6162  

Pastor !ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƭƻƎΥ 
http://www.pastorallentn.blogspot.com 

 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Year-to-Date 01/01/2016-02/29/2016 
Difference in contributions vs. budget: ($3960.34) 

Difference in contributions vs. actual expenses: 
($901.18) 

 
Weekly Budget Status February 2016 

February weekly average giving: $4092.06 
February weekly giving – weekly budget needs = 

Variance$4092.06 - $4597.69 = ($505.63) 

 
 

                               

If you do not see your Birthday 
listed in the Bulletin or 

Newsletter, please call Monica 
in the church office  

(423)753-6162 or email the 
church office office@jpcusa.com 

 

April Birthdays 

 

 

5     Kailee Amburgey  
5     Ashley Dean Wilson    
7     John Laughrey  
15   Larry Smith  
17   Debra White  
19   Brooklyn Snapp     
23   Ruth Chase  
24   Robert Dunn, Jr.  
26   Carolyn Crow  
26   Foster Childress  
26   Al Hosmer                
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  Please Pray For the Following People     
(For those in our congregation who are aware of illness or life events among our 

long-time or infrequent congregants, please notify the church office 753-6162 and Allen) 

Church Members:  
Summer Buchanan, Sara Nan Byrd, Linda Cargain, Kathie Dameron, Pauline Douglas, Bill Downing, 
Joseph Dykes, Mike Floyd, Barbara Jilton, Charlotte McDonald, Mike Matney, Jackie Riddle, Jill 
Sauceman, Richard Schwerdtfeger, Cheryl Smith, Tony Smith, Harrison Taylor, Terry Welch, 
Phyllis & Ernie Wilson 
 
On-going prayers for our Homebound Members and Friends: 
Marianne Fair (daughter of Ruth Chase), Alisa & Barbara Goolsby, Roger & Veronica Hansen 
(parents of Donna Hansen & Debra White), Beulah Hendry (mother-in-law of Marion Light), 
Elizabeth Hoss, Audrey Kaiman, Gwen & Sharon Soergel (granddaughters of Ken & Jean Soergel), 
Bruce Scheu (brother of Bob Scheu), Rita Kinney (Kathy Scheu’s mother), Brenda Young (mother 
of Leslie Sharpe) 
 
Church Prayer List of Friends and Relatives :   
Joyce Amburgey, Ken Austin, Lindsey Black (niece of Heather Anderson), Pat Bond, Robert 
Bowers, Jim Brandt, Lucille Broyles, Buchanan-Curtis family (Allen Evans & Kim Buchanan), Peter 
& Anne Campbell’s family (Anne, Gerry, daughter, Lisa Host, granddaughter), Edna Cash (member 
of the Cash family, Nicholas Chambers, Ray Clayton, Wade Cole, Carolyn Cope,  
T.J. Crawford (a friend of Leigh Anne Hieronymus), Michael Cudahy, Cliff Dameron (Kathie 
Dameron’s father), Tony Davis (nephew of Eva Garst), Mike Eads (friend of Jill Sauceman),  
Todd Eastet, J.R. Ellis, Becky Floyd (friend of Chuck Collins), Sara Jane Florence, Louise Frandsen, 
(great-aunt of Tim Winter)Vonnie Godard,  Curt Gentry, James Gregg, Myra Hensley (friend of 
Charlotte and Jim Pahris), Amy Hixon, (Shirley Ratliff’s daughter) Robin Hill, Betty Hyder, (aunt of 
Leigh Anne Hieronymus) Stevan Jackson, Cayla King, Kristi Kyle (friend of Linda Brothers), Jill and 
Gregg Lagerberg, Sophia Larsen, Herbert Ledford, Clay Lockhart, Bob and Susan Long (friends of 
Ann & Graham Norman), Pete McCalman (Mark McCalman's  father), Belinda Mitchell, Barbara 
Leonard Morrison, Cathy McCoy (wife of Joe McCoy), Carol & Jacob Plummer, Sam Repass  (a 
friend of Karen & Terry Welch), Ron Renfro, Kevin Risney (Monica Moore’s son), Brenda Rodgers 
(a friend of Bob & Charlotte McDonald), Gary Romereim, Lawson Salinas, John and Ylonda Spears, 
the family of Bob Spence, Kathy Thomas (Hal Knight’s sister), Janet Walker, Beth Whittington, Rob 
Wondergem (a friend of Gary & Alexis Burkett), Jeanette & Bill (cousins of Charlotte McDonald) 
Mary Sanders, Wanda Ward, Garth Webb (Glenn Walker’s brother-in-law), Rev. Beth Yarborough. 
 
If you have a prayer request, please call the church office, 423(753-6162) or send us an email 

at office@jpcusa.org  You may also fill out a prayer request card, prayer request cards are 
located near the visitor’s book and are also located in the pews, you may drop your prayer 

request in the offering plate. 

Jonesborough Yarn Party 



Monday, April 14th  from 6:00-8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall, we meet the second Monday of each 

month. It is a social group that gets together once a month to knit, crochet, or spin. It's a fun way to 

meet others in the community that shares this interest. If anyone has questions, please ask Emily 

Webb or Deb Burger. Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

     
 

 

    June 5th though the 9th    

 

 

 

 

 
JAMA’ Food Pantry is in great need of: Soups, Peanut Butter, Flour, Sugar, Cornmeal, Jams, 

Jellies, Pork and Beans, Instant Potatoes, Cereals, Spaghetti & Sauces, Sugar, 
 Dried Beans, Canned Fruit, Meats, Vegetables & Large Paper Bags.   
 PLEASE HELP! Anyone wishing to help at the JAMA Food Pantry  

                    on a 4th or a 5th Thursday of the month:   
Please see Jim Cash for details.  

The Food Pantry welcomes your help in serving those in need.   
 



     
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry Needs: 
-Fleece fabric: 1 yard pcs. 
-Packages of quilt batting 

-Yarn of all colors 
 

Shalom Circle is hosting a Spring Tea for all the ladies in the church on Saturday, April 
16th, from 2:00 - 4:00. Please come and fellowship with old and new friends. 

 
 

Family Luncheon Note  
Please allow all visitors with their hosts, and anyone having difficulty standing or  
walking move to the front of the serving line during the luncheon. Thank you. 

 
Hosted by Hal & Terri Knight * 

Jonathan Adams & Sherrell Lyon, Nansee & Bob Williams 
Bob & Janet Browning, Linda Cargain,  

Jeff & Carol Jernigan  

      

We meet the 1st Tuesday of the month at 12:30 in the fellowship hall.  
We welcome new members! Bring your lunch to the meetings. 

 
The Shawl Ministry includes persons of all faiths. Items are made with prayers, 

blessings or wishes in mind for the recipients. “Part of the journey of prayer and faith 
is to recognize that we may never know how our love and care will touch or change 
another person’s life. Instead, we are invited to offer others our compassion and let 

“whatever needs to happen, happen.” 



Cherry’s Musical Notes 
News from Jonesborough Presbyterian Church Music Department 

Handbell Choir 9:45 am in the Sanctuary 
Choir practice Wednesday Nights @ 7:00pm  

Golden Heirs Thursday Nights @ 6:30pm 
  

 

The Golden Heirs Community Choir will be spending the week-end of April 22-24 in Crossville, TN 
doing mission work and singing at First Baptist Church. This church is currently without a pastor 

and in need of help from the community and outside the community. Working through their 
minister of music, our choir will be the pulpit choir for that Sunday. Mary McDonald, who wrote 
our Easter Cantata for the year (well-known pianist and composer), is one pianist at this church! 

We look forward to this opportunity! 
 

What? ~  Golden Heirs baked Ham Supper 5:00 - 7:30 PM 
  

When ~ April 15th 
 

Where ~ Jonesborough Presbyterian Church 
128 West Main Street, Jonesborough 

 
Why? ~ To support the “Golden Heirs Community Choir in their Mission Work! 

 
~~~Menu ~~~ 

~Ham, Mashed Potatoes , Green Beans, Corn , Coleslaw, Dinner Rolls and Dessert. 
 

~Come enjoy an Evening of good food and entertainment featuring local soloists, 
Deb & Don Burger (Special guests – string – folk duo) 

 
~Price for this wonderful evening~  

$8.00 Adults (12 and up) $5.00 Children (11 and under) 2 and under free 
 

Buy Tickets at the door only! 
~~~Carryout’s Available~~~ 

 

 
 
 
 



The Session of Jonesborough Presbyterian Church 
Session Ministry Teams 

 

    Class of 2016                        Class of 2017   Class of 2018 

    Eva Garst                  Carter Florence              Mike Floyd 
    Gary Burkett           Ray Marney    Leigh Anne Hieronymus 
    Gordon Edwards          Terry Welch    Teresa Hansen 
    Bill Reese                 Becky Wolfe    Jonathan Webb 
 
            

Clerk of Session:   Bill Reese 
 
Worship:  Chair: Eva Garst:  
Summer Buchanan, Jeri Paolini, Marcy Hawley, Cherry Smith, Ruth Verhegge, Emily 
Webb, Leigh Ann Hieronymus, Bunny Downing, Irene Mitchell, Charlotte Pahris. 
  
Christian Education: Chair: Becky Wolfe  
Cherry Smith, Cheryl Smith, Debbie Walls, Marianne Huff, Brooke Ransdell, 
Cindy Amburgey, Kailey Amburgey and Jesse Dykes. 
  
Congregational Life & Membership Development: Chair: Teresa Hansen 
Jonathan Webb, Karen Childress. 
  
Mission:  Chair: Terry Welch 
Marilyn & Summer Buchanan, Carol Jernigan, Jim Rhein, Carol Salinas, Jonathan Webb, 
Karen Welch, Mark McCalman   
  
Property:  Chair: Gordon Edwards 
Jim Cash, Graham Norman, Larry Garst, Jim Pahris, Kelly Wolfe, Bob Scheu, Tim Winter, 
Neil Comer, Phil Damms, Bob Dunn. 
           
Stewardship & Finance: Chair: Ray Marney, Recording Secretary: Glenn Walker, 
Treasurer: Alexis Burkett, Bob McDonald, Eva Garst, Jim Rhein, Tim Winter. 
  
Administration: Chair: Gary Burkett: Vice Chair: Mike Floyd 
Gordon Edwards, Hal Knight, John Laughrey, Ruth Verhegge, Pat Wolfe.      
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