
JONESBOROUGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
May 21, 2023 Ascension Sunday 11:00 AM 
Worship Leader:      Rev. Kaye Florence 
Liturgist:  Pat Hurley 
Children, Youth & Family Director:  Jane Wasem 
Music Director: Cherry Smith  Pianist: Jeri Paolini 

Special Music: JPC Choir; Shirley Ratliff, soloist 
Audio/Video Operators: Bill Reese, Chris Rouse 
Greeters: Debra & Tom White and Donna Hansen 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

Pre-Service Music          “Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers”       GTG #407 
 
Welcome, Announcements                          Pat Hurley 
 
Prelude:      “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”           

Thomas Oliver, 1763 
 
*Call to Worship (Psalm 68, selected verses)                                    Pat Hurley  
Sing to God, 
sing praises to God’s name; exalt the One who rides upon the heavens; the name 
of our God is the LORD; rejoice before the LORD! 
Defender of widows, father of orphans, God in heaven’s holy habitation! 
God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; but the 
rebels shall live in dry places. 
O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the 
wilderness, 
the earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God 
of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; you refreshed the land when it 
was weary. 
Your people have found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have made 
provision for the poor. 
Sing to God, O realms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 
God rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; God’s voice thunders forth, a 
mighty voice. 
l to Worship:  
*Hymn #612 (GTG)                  “We Praise You, O God”   
 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 
we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 

 
We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers; 

through trial and tempest our guide you have been. 
When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us, 



and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 
 

With voices united our praises we offer 
and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us. 
To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

 
Scripture:    Acts 1:6-14 (p 118, NT, NRSV) 
 

The Ascension of Jesus 
 

1 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight 10Whie he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 
 

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went 
to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, 
as well as his brothers. 
 
Litany for Ascension                 Rev. Kaye Florence 
 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
Shout to God with songs of joy. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
God has gone up with a shout, 
The Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
God is ruler over all the earth; 
The Lord reigns on a holy throne. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
God put this power to work in Christ, 
Raising him from the dead. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 



God has highly exalted him 
Giving him the name above all names. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord! 
Glory to God in the highest. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

A time for brief silence 
 

Most High God, we are witnesses: 
to the life of Jesus Christ our Lord: 
written in the Law, 
promised by the prophets, 
sung by the psalmists; 
given in love for the world, 
risen from the dust of death, 
lifted up in heavenly glory. 
Let our lives proclaim Christ’s life. 
Draw us into your presence 
that we may worship you always, 
continually blessing your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Call to Confession             Pat Hurley    
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 
*Prayer of Confession                                
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned him Lord of 
all. We confess that we have not bowed before him, or acknowledged his rule in 
our lives. We have gone along with the ways of the world, and failed to give him 
glory. Forgive us, and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people, 
obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head 
of the church, his body. 

(Silent prayer may follow.) 
 

*Assurance of Pardon: 
The God of all grace, who calls us to eternal glory in Jesus Christ will restore, support, 
and strengthen us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Amen. 
 
*Sung Response #435 (GTG)   

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 



There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. 
There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s Word, 

and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 
 

Children’s Sermon                  Jane Wasem 
 
Anthem                         “Great is the Lord”                                  JPC Choir 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
Hymn #305 (GTG)    “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” 
 

Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O Church, in song! 
For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
 

Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme, 
Empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
 

Let courage be our friend; let wisdom be our guide, 
As we in mission magnify the Crucified! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
 

Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song! 
For Christ the Lord has triumphed o’er the ages long! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
 

THE WORD 
 

Scripture:                         John 17:1-11 (p 111, NT, NRSV) 
 

Jesus Prayers for His Disciples 
 
17 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And 
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 
before the world existed. 
6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 



have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one.” 
 
Sermon                       Rev. Kaye Florence 
 
*Affirmation of Faith:    The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand 
  of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
  the holy catholic church; 
  the communion of saints; 
  the forgiveness of sins; 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 

 
Offertory                                   “Speak O Lord”                        S. Townend & K. Getty 
 
*Doxology #606 (GTG) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn #716 (GTG)     “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 
 

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, 



nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door: 
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 

 
Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 

all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one. 
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone. 

Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne. 
 

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred: 
ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call, 

healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all. 
 

SENDING 
 
*Benediction                                         

 
*Postlude:                               “Farewell, Good Friends!”                         Israeli melody  

(GTG #540) 
 

 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.  
 
 

Reminders: If you are unable to come to the church, please send all tithes and 
offerings through the mail to the church mailing address (PO Box 383) and not to 

the treasurer. Thank You! 
 
 

Sanctuary flowers today are given by Mike & Susu Floyd “In celebration of our 
daughter, Anna’s, birthday.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May 14, 2023 
Attendance      Offering 

In-Person   86   Collections  $  6,768.00 
Facebook Live Stream 18   Broyles SS Class $       21.00 
Drive-In   0   Other Designations $     775.00 
Sunday School  38   Total               $ 7,564.00 
 

Ministry Teams & Ruling Elders: 
Administration – Gary Burkett 

Christian Education – Mark McCalman 
Congregational Life & Membership – Phyllis Cash & 

Kathie Dameron 
Missions – Karen Childress 

Property & Safety – Doug Hillmuth 
Stewardship & Finance – Andy Andrews 
Worship – Eva Garst & Ruth Verhegge 

Clerk of Session – Bill Reese 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcements & Community Events:  
 

Welcome to all who are visiting with us at Jonesborough Presbyterian Church! More 
information about our congregation and ministry can be found at www.jpcusa.org. 
 

Jonesborough Area Ministerial Association (JAMA): For the rest of 2023, JAMA 
Food Pantry Item of the Month is YOUR favorite food item. If you have a recipe that the 
item can be used for, tape it to the item and it will be handed out with your donated item, 
along with other items from the recipe (if we have them). Donated items can be placed 
into the blue bins in Fellowship Hall. Your continued support of those in our community 
who are food insecure is greatly appreciated! 
 

Family Luncheon: CL&M Family Luncheon will today, Sunday, May 21st after Worship 
Service in the Fellowship Hall. 
  
Upcoming Book Study: Our next book study will begin on Monday, June 5th. The book 
is Cynthia Bourgeault’s The Wisdom Jesus: Transforming Heart and Mind – A New 
Perspective on Jesus and His Message. We’ll meet Mondays (in-person) at 6 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. If anyone wants to join via Zoom, please let Pastor Allen know & he will 
set that up. Jane Wasem will offer the children’s option two Sundays in June (19th & 
26th); the other two Sundays will be RSVP for child care.  
 
May Office Closures:  The office will be closed on Monday, May 22nd as well as 
Monday, May 29th (in observance of Memorial Day). 
 
 

This Week’s Calendar of Events 
Sunday   9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship 
  12:00 pm Family Luncheon 

  Monday   OFFICE CLOSED 
      6:00 pm Youth Meeting 
  Tuesday 12:00 pm JAMA Volunteer Luncheon (@ JUMC) 
      6:30 pm Session Meeting 
       Wednesday   5:00 pm Handbells 
      6:30 pm Choir 
  Thursday   6:30 pm Golden Heirs (@ JPC) 
  

May Elder on Call:  Ruth Verhegge 
May Counters:  Kathie Dameron & Bunny Downing 
 


